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Good Evening.   

 My name is Tracy Collins and I have had the privilege to practice law with 

Edward O’Connell for the last 30 years and it is an honor to call him my partner and 

friend. 

  When Ed came to me several weeks ago and asked me to speak tonight on his 

behalf   the best I could do was to say - can’t you ask someone else?  My reaction was 

not due to a fear of public speaking but how could I ever adequately honor his 

legendary 50-year legal career. 

First a little background-   Edward B. O’Connell, Jr. was born in New York City in 1943, 

the first child of Catherine Donnelly and Edward B. O’Connell, Sr.  As a young child, he 

and his mother lived with his grandmother while his father, a physician was in the war 

stationed in North Africa.   His family moved to Connecticut when his father returned 

from the war and six more O’Connell children were born. His family eventually settled in 

New Haven.  Ed attended Notre Dame High School in West Haven.  He went to The 

College of the Holy Cross, from which he graduated in 1965 and then headed off to the 

University of Connecticut law school. 

 After graduating from UConn Law in 1968 he went to work in New London for 

Jack Donahue at Legacy which is now Connecticut Legal Services.  While working at 

Legacy he was introduced to the man who would become his dear friend, Bob Marrion.  

who was then practicing at McGarry and Prince and McGarry.  One night Ed and Bob 
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had dinner at the Holly House in New London when Bob invited him to join him at 

McGarry Prince & McGarry, which he did. 

In 1982 he and Bob left McGarry for Waller Smith & Palmer where they practiced 

together until Bob’s retirement in 2001. 

The story goes that when Ed came to Waller Smith & Palmer he would take any 

case that came his way - he still does - and he was the only one who went to Court.    

He used to say that he and his dear friends – Andy Brand and Barbara Quinn- were the 

“schlock lawyers” in New London.  

 It was during that time that Ed developed his reputation as a lawyer who does his 

homework more diligently--, works more tirelessly and prepares more thoroughly than   

his opponents.  It’s that relentless preparation combined with his keen intellect and his 

intense desire to win that has made him the extraordinary lawyer he is today. 

 At a time in his career when most of his contemporaries are retired or winding 

down and when perhaps the phone isn’t ringing as much as it once did, it’s the opposite 

for Ed.  As he has for the past 50 years, Ed continues to work 6 days and many nights a 

week because the phone is still ringing and he’s doing what he loves most – practicing 

law.  He’s even managed to accept that in lieu of phones ringing he gets relentless 

emails on what he refers to as his “machine”.    “Adapt or die” is his motto.  At his side 

for the past 14 years helping him to adapt to our ever-changing world of emails, drop-

box, e-filing, electronic research and the like has been his devoted paralegal, Colleen 

Clang, who joins us to honor Ed tonight.  
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    Ed remains the Dean of the Municipal Bar.  I hear calls coming to him from 

municipal attorneys all over the county and the state seeking his advice.   And there is 

no screening of calls for him, not an iota of self-importance when he answers them.  He 

picks up every one and will curiously and patiently engage with whoever it is, parsing an 

issue, giving advice.  His door is always open. 

  Ed’s memory is exceptional -which is a blessing for some and a curse to others.  

He never forgets anyone or anything –unless he chooses to.  He can name a case and 

its issue in an instant.  At our litigation meetings, he remembers cases and fact patterns 

of OTHER people’s old cases. 

 He writes beautifully. There’s no doubt that he thinks more clearly than most 

people do- which is a great advantage- but it’s his relentless dedication to clarity and 

quality in his writing that makes it shine.  He labors for days, sometimes weeks and 

months when writing a Mashantucket decision or a legal brief. No matter what anyone 

prepares for him to review he re-writes it and makes it better.    

 The breadth of his knowledge is astounding.  Municipal law.  Indian law.  

Government, planning & zoning, personal injury, probate, contracts, you name it- he 

knows about it. 
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     Not surprisingly Ed has a long list of accomplishments.  Here are just a few-- 

• He has been the East Lyme Town Attorney for 30 years and as added proof he is 

not slowing down and his fastball keeps improving – just last month ago he was 

appointed to yet another 4-year term. 

• He is the Town Attorney for the Town of Lebanon and has been for 10 years.  He 

was Town Attorney for Canterbury. 

• He has been called in as special counsel on municipal matters from Old 

Saybrook, Waterford, New London, Town of Groton, City of Groton, Montville, 

Colchester, Norwich, the Town of Stonington, the Borough of Stonington and   

Marlborough and those are the ones I know about. 

• In 50 years he has been before the Connecticut Appellate Court and Supreme 

Court 46 times and he has three cases pending right now. 

• In 1992 he was appointed a Judge of the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Court and 

remains there today, currently serving as Chief Judge.  

• No list of Ed’s accomplishments would be complete without highlighting his role 

in representing the New London Development Corporation in Susette Kelo v. The 

City of New London with his dear friend and colleague Tom Londregan.  He and 

Tom tried the case in Courtroom 1 in New London Superior Court before Judge 

Corridino, handled the appeal in the Connecticut Supreme Court and took the 

case to the U.S. Supreme Court where they prevailed in a 5-4 opinion written by 

Justice Stevens which upheld a municipality’s right to exercise eminent domain.  
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His trip to the United States Supreme Court is memorialized in a shadow box he 

proudly displays in his office. 

No homage to Ed’s 50-year legal career would be complete without 

acknowledging how crucial his wife of 49 of those years, Jeanne, has been to his 

success.   Jeanne knows first-hand that the law is a jealous mistress but without her 

unwavering support, sacrifice and continuing encouragement to do what he loves most, 

Ed would not be the man that he is today.  It is his deep faith and his love and 

dedication to Jeanne and their two very accomplished daughters, Monique and Virginia, 

which drives him most. 

 Ed has a way of commanding respect in a very quiet way.  He leads by example 

and he sets the bar very high, yet he never raises his voice or gets angry or belittles 

anyone.  He is a true teacher and legal scholar in the Jesuit tradition that he thrived so 

well in growing up.   

 While researching about Ed’s life I came across a time when he did raise his 

voice to inspire others to work harder.  It was a story written by Mike Scollins from the 

Holy Cross Class of 1965 about the pioneers of the Crusader rowing team of which Ed 

was a member.  Ed was the coxswain.  They were a group of young men trying to start 

a rowing team using boats borrowed from Harvard and MIT, which they propelled with 

red and white oars donated by Cornell.  They eventually sold enough mums at football 

games and collected enough green stamps to buy their own racing shell which they 

lovingly named the Mamie O’Reilly.  They were a group of very determined men with no 
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money, no boats and certainly no boathouse on Lake Quinsigamond but with the heart 

and hustle to launch a crew team at Holy Cross. 

 At the end of the story Scollins writes “We had a special bond among us.  I 

believe all of us would count crew as a large and enriching part of our experience at 

Holy Cross.”  In 2014, 50 years later “I still hear Ed O’Connell in my sleep shouting ‘Row 

you bastards, row!’” 


